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It is 1942. Korinna, a thirteen-year-old girl in Germany, is an active member of the local
Jungmadel, a Nazi youth group, along with many of her friends. She believes that Hitler is
helping Germany by dealing with what he calls the “Jewish problem,” a campaign that she
witnesses as her Jewish neighbors are attacked and taken from their homes.When Korinna
discovers that her parents—who are secretly members of an underground resistance group—
are sheltering a family of Jewish refugees behind her bedroom wall, she is shocked. As she
comes to know the family her sympathies begin to turn, and when someone tips off the Gestapo,
Korinna’s loyalties are put to the test. She must decide what she really believes and whom she
really trusts.An exciting novel for middle-grade readers, Behind the Bedroom Wall teaches
tolerance and understanding while exploring why Nazism held so many in its deadly thrall.

From School Library JournalGr 7-9-Though uneven in intensity and characterization, this
absorbing story unfolds with intrigue, suspense, and adventure. Esther Marchadi, 16, is trying to
escape persecution in Spain. She manages to sign on with Columbus as a ship's boy, renamed
Pedro, and the challenge of keeping her gender and the fact that she is Jewish a secret
underlies the tension of the story. Her strength and determination develop slowly, and it is well
into the story that readers discover the haunting atrocities she has witnessed. Many of the
theories about Columbus are significantly woven in, especially that he had Jewish ancestry.
However, there are elements in the story that are not quite believable. Esther adjusts to the
routine and learns her tasks on the Santa Maria extremely well and quickly. Her crush on
Columbus seems as out of place in the story as his squelching his own physical attraction to her
after she confesses her true identity. Also the extensive historical information is presented in a
heavy-handed way that, at times, interrupts the narrative's flow. However, in spite of these
shortcomings the story is a good one. Because Esther knows her life is in danger on the ship,
she gets off in Gran Canaria. She has achieved a degree of freedom and readers are left to
wonder what will become of her.Renee Steinberg, Fieldstone Middle School, Montvale,
NJCopyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From BooklistGr. 5-9. Lean and scruffy,
Lewin's narrator seems like any other Catholic cabin boy aching to escape the summer heat of
1492 coastal Spain in favor of the high seas. But as the gifted German author soon illustrates,
things are not always what they seem. Esther is neither a cabin boy nor a Catholic. She is a
frightened young Jewess, the daughter of Cordoba's rabbi--desperately hoping to slip past the
murderous Spanish Inquisition by way of Christopher Columbus' fleet. The masquerade and the
experiences Esther faces make for an intriguing story, which Lewin delivers in tender, vivid prose
that adds depth, detail, and personal perspective to the history. A familiar historical fiction
convention, skillfully decked out here. Kelly HallsCopyright © American Library Association. All



rights reservedReview“The masquerade and the experiences Esther faces make for an
intriguing story, which Lewin delivers in tender, vivid prose that adds depth, detail, and personal
perspective to the history.”–Booklist From the Paperback edition.From the Inside FlapFleeing the
Spanish Inquisition, a Jewish girl disguises herself and signs on as a ship s boy, little knowing
that she is headed for unknown waters with Christopher Columbus.In Spain at the end of the
15th century, Jews are persecuted, robbed, expelled from their homes, and murdered. Esther,
the daughter of the rabbi of Cordoba, flees from home dressed as a boy. She is the only one in
her family who escapes the bloodhounds of the Inquisition.Esther is lucky: Through craft and
bribery, she manages to sign on as a ship s boy to get out of the country. At last she thinks she
is safe. But she soon finds out that her ship is on a dangerous journey, sailing west across the
ocean into unknown waters, searching for a new route to India. Her captain s name?
Christopher Columbus  a man who proves to have a keen eye for deception. It seems only a
question of time before he discovers Esther s secret.From the Back Cover“The masquerade
and the experiences Esther faces make for an intriguing story, which Lewin delivers in tender,
vivid prose that adds depth, detail, and personal perspective to the history.”–Booklist From the
Paperback edition.About the AuthorWaldtraut Lewin has written many acclaimed novels in her
native Germany.Read more
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valerie nemer, “So educational. One of the best books written about the Holocaust through a
child’s eyes”

Daniel Bender, “A great realistic fiction novel for all ages. Great for ages 10 and up, this an
exciting (and very realistic) retelling of what life was like in Nazi Germany during WW2.”

Q from Pax, “Wonderful, adventure, and friendship. I thought that this was a good book about
what it was like to be a German hiding a Jew. It showed how scary it was and who to trust. I have
it 5 stars because it was a well written book and it was that I couldn't stop reading it. My mind
was trapped in it.”

The Deep Tissue Specialist, LLC, “This book was.... This book was great I loved the detail
showing how it really was in that time period even for faithfully Germans that believe d in Hitler s
doings I really wished it would have went deeper in the ending thought but it was no doubt the
best holocaust book I have ever read”

Austin, “Easy, entertaining. I read this very sporadically for the 1st half of the book and finished
the second half in a day. Needless I say, I got hooked! Anyways, the book is an easy but
entertaining read! I loved the historical contest to it, and the book is very well written.Strongly
recommend it to anyone!”

Dave, “BEST BOOK EVER. BEST BOOK EVER.For school my teacher assigned my class and I
to get Behind the Bedroom Wall, I was in heaven reading this book.This book is scary and
interesting. I hope you read it.”

BB, “Great. GreatThis book is a wonderful description of the hardships of Jews in Nazi Germany
and their everlasting hope of better times to come”

Sam, “Interesting. I like it but I think my kids will more enjoy it...”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 187 people have provided feedback.
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